A human osteogenic sarcoma cell culture is useful in the immunofluorescence serological test for detecting human cytomegalovirus antibody. These sarcoma cells are chronically infected with human cytomegalovirus and provide a constant number of immunofluorescence-positive cells. The cultures were fed with fresh Eagle minimal essential medium containing 7.5% fetal bovine serum every 5th day. At 4 weeks after infection, the cultures were trypsinized and transferred at a 1 1:4 split ratio every 7 days. This HCMV-chronically infected cell culture is designated E-155, has been continuously cultivated for more than 2 years (T. Furukawa, J. H. Jean, and S. A. Plotkin, Abstr. Annu. Meet. Am. Soc. Microbiol. 1979, RT5, p. 379), and is being maintained in this laboratory. It appears that the persistent infection is due to a balance between the release of virus and the growth of uninfected cells rather than to a defective or temperature-sensitive mutant of HCMV or to interferon. E-155 cells consistently yield HCMV at titers ranging from 102 to 104 plaque-forming units per ml in culture fluids. Infectious-center (2) and fluorescent-antigen assays at various cell passage levels indicated that 1 to 5% of the cells were infected (Fig. 1) and that Fc receptors were present in infected cells.
Human cytomegalovirus (HCMV) infection in utero is an important cause of central nervous system damage in newborns (5) . Many serological tests have been developed for the detection of HCMV antibody. Of these, the immunofluorescence test is the most rapid, sensitive, and convenient (1, 7, 9 (6) infected with several different HCMV strains ( Table 2 ).
The advantages of using the E-155 sarcoma 
